City of Asbury Park
BUSINESS COMMITTEE 


19 December 2018 / 10:00 AM / City Manager’s Conference Room 
ATTENDEES
Austin Leopold, Matthew Whelan, Bianca Freda, Amy Quinn, Sonia Spina, Phyllis Maffucci
GUESTS: Chris Zaturski, Arthur Schlossbach 
ABSENT: Adam Nelson, Isaac Jones, Jacki Sharpe, Jenn Hampton, Kathy Kelly, Larry Dembrun, Leslie Castellini, Marilyn Schlossbach, Reggie Flimlin, Russell Lewis 
AGENDA
November minutes approved.
· Review of what the committee has done since its inception for guests who are interested in applying for the committee. 
· Discussed goals for 2019 - (suggestions) 
· Have Score volunteers give a presentation at City Council meeting to explain what they do and how they can help new and existing businesses. 
· Create a flyer for SCORE and be promoted through the Chamber
· Send an email to the committee to come with ideas for the next meeting for 2019 goals. (Sonia sent email out on 12/19/18)
· Re-start subcommittee for events to promote city in off-season.
· Allow non committee members to be on subcommittee to assist with event logistics. 
· Schedule 3 speakers per year - Director of Transportation when new parking system is put in place. Monmouth County Director of Tourism. (need ideas for additional speakers). 
· Possibly create program that cooperates with High School (??) To be further researched. 
   New Business: 
· Discussion for January - Should there be a limited number of absences for a member within a given year. In order to allow others to be on the committee who are interested in being involved. 
· New signs in the downtown - No stopping, loading, unloading. Are for drinking establishments so that cars, (uber/taxi) do not stop and block traffic while picking up and dropping off passengers.  
NOTES
· A concern was expressed about businesses failing on “the holiday experience” in the downtown. The following suggestions were discussed: 
· Activities on a regular basis to create more foot traffic.
· Better holiday decorations.
· Parking is confusing, need better signage.
· Ideas to create a festive atmosphere, like streaming music in the downtown.
· Business owners feel the weekly holiday markets at local restaurants are interfering with store owners holiday business. 
· Create a subcommittee in 2019 to help create a better holiday experience for the downtown businesses. Idea - a tent in Press Plaza in cooperation with Biergarten. 
2. Discussion on Santacon - Business not happy about this event taking place in Asbury Park and concern about the image that we are trying to create. It takes more resources from the city and businesses suffer as a result. 
ACTION ITEMS 
· Sonia to send email to committee for bring ideas for 2019 goals  
· Restart subcommittee for off season events.
· Create subcommittee to help with creating a better holiday experience.
· Bianca to speak with Jenn from Biergarten about holiday market. 
· Manage expectation of what the city has control of for Santacon. 


PUBLIC PORTION
· Discussion on new parking regulations and using license plates to identify vehicles rather than parking spot numbers. Confused about benefits to car owners. NEXT MEETING DATE

NEXT MEETING AGENDA 
· Goals for 2019 / Speakers
· Subcommittees
· Voting of new officers: Chair, Co-Chair, Secretary

Next Meeting Date: January 16, 2019 @ 10 am

Meeting adjourned @ 11:56 am 


image0.wmf

